The Biennial Smut Workshop is an informal gathering of international scientists, regulators, and industry personnel concerned with all aspects of smut and bunt fungi and the diseases they cause. The meeting synergizes collaboration and the knowledge base of this important group of plant pathogens, and provides a forum for the exchange of current information, research results, experiences, and ideas.
The Biennial Workshop on Smut Fungi arose from a two hour discussion of a group of researchers after a meeting of the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) in Missoula, Montana in 1978. Other meetings with wider participation followed, concentrated not only on topics of quarantine concern but including essentially all aspects of research of numerous species of the smut fungi: Corvallis, Oregon, USA ( 
